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Good morning. 
 
Mr. David Gerald, President and CEO of SIAS Research, 
 
Senior management of participating companies listed on Bursa Malaysia, 
 
Distinguished investors from Singapore who have turned up first thing on a Saturday 
morning when I know you may have better things to do, 
 
Members of the media,  
 
Ladies and gentlemen, 
 

It is certainly an honour for me and my colleagues to be here among the esteemed 

investment community of Singapore. Thank you for giving us the privilege to showcase 

what we have to offer you in terms of our investment opportunities. This is the fourth 

year that we are collaborating with SIAS Research on this investment seminar and we 

are very pleased to return to Singapore once again to talk about quality investment 

opportunities in Malaysia.   I would like to thank you for taking the time to be here 

today, especially as it’s a weekend, and I’m sure many still have Christmas shopping 

to get done.  

 

I’m certainly honoured to see the wonderful turnout today.  This clearly tells me that 

you are interested in what investments across the Causeway can offer you.  We have 

with us today nine companies, ranging from education, healthcare, finance, plantation, 

construction, and technology, among others.  We certainly believe that these sectors 

are sectors that must be kept high on any investor’s radar.   

 

The Malaysian government, under the new administration of Prime Minister Najib, has 

told us very clearly and in no uncertain terms, that they are committed to making 

Malaysia friendly and easy for business and investment.  They have followed through 

on this promise by reviewing and implementing measures that make it easy for 

Malaysians, as well as foreigners, to do business and invest in Malaysia. 
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I am also personally heartened to note the Government’s strategy to make Malaysia a 

high value innovative economy. I’m sure you’ll agree that this means a lot to you and 

to me.  With such a major transformational shift taking place, sectors of the economy 

that are deemed high value and high growth will see greater economic activity.   This 

will certainly see an impact to the capital market. 

 

Given also the fact that both our countries can be impacted greatly by the vagaries of 

the bigger economies of the world, I rather think it’s an opportune time for us not to put 

all our eggs in one basket.  We should think of mitigating our risks by diversifying our 

portfolios.   

 

Let me share my thoughts on why I think Bursa Malaysia’s offerings can be appealing 

to you. 

1. Firstly, both Singapore and Malaysia have always shared a very close 

relationship.  I especially come to Singapore to watch certain plays or musical, 

and I was here just a few months ago for the F1 night race.  I know that my 

relatives who live here make special trips to Malaysia just for the makan.  Both 

of us have close connectivity and this means that some of the companies listed 

on Bursa Malaysia will not be unfamiliar to you.  You would also be able to 

have easy access to news and information on the companies that you invest in 

so that you can keep abreast of the developments of the company.   

 

2. Secondly, I must say that Singaporeans are very IT savvy – so keeping up with 

Malaysian news and trading online would be easy. All the companies featured 

today are part of what we call the Bursa Malaysia Research Scheme or CBRS.  

What this means is that international research houses such as S&P will 

research these companies and prepare objective analyst reports.  These 

reports are then made available for free on the Bursa Malaysia website. This 

means you can regularly keep abreast of your investments and keep up to date 

with the developments via the research reports.  

 
3. Thirdly, with the currency conversion, Malaysia is a relatively cost-efficient 

marketplace.  You would be able to pick up value investments in our market. 

Many Singaporean investors already hold Malaysian stocks because they offer 

strong value and attractive returns, and we hope to see more of this. 
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4. Fourthly, Bursa Malaysia pays high premium to corporate governance 

standards.  Our regulatory framework is sound and benchmarked to best 

practices.  We place high priority on investor protection and a fair and orderly 

market.  While we may be a small market, relative to our neighbours, we are a 

market of quality and integrity. 

 
Ladies and gentlemen 

 

Today, we have with us representatives from nine listed companies from across 

diverse sectors that are keen to share with you their value propositions.  These 

companies’ senior management teams will make themselves available to you during 

their individual presentations and later at their respective booths to give you direct 

access so that you can have greater insights on their companies’ prospects and 

growth plans. I must say that investor relations does not get any better than this. This 

two-way direct communication is beneficial not only to you but also to us. This seminar 

gives you a clearer picture of the Malaysian investment opportunities and in return, we 

hope to learn of the issues that affect your investment decisions. 

 

Before I take my leave, I want to leave you with this thought.  The Malaysian market is 

vigorous and full of opportunities. Malaysian companies are well attuned to the 

requirements of foreign investors. We at Bursa Malaysia are providing the necessary 

infrastructure to ease access and efficiency for investment. This is always overarched 

by our commitment to good corporate governance practices. 

 

On that note, I would like to end my speech by reiterating that Bursa Malaysia offers 

unique investment opportunities, providing a perfect avenue for you to further diversify 

your portfolio.  

 

Thank you for your interest in us.  

 

- End- 

  

 


